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porl, putting it among the
world's 10 busiest. The
airporl is expected (o
receive about 3.56 million
penple during the
Clympics in August

It has almost doubled
the number of BCIA taxi-
ways from 71 to 137 and
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~orth America and a cen-
tury af leadership in India,
Tata Group companics
have generate more than
325 billion in annual rev-
cnues and cmploy more
than a guarter mithon peo-
ple across 55 countrics
and six continits

'S idrgest airport
nai opens in Beijing

number of aircraft stands
from 164 o 314. It can
also  receive the new
Airbus A-380, the world's
largest passenger aircraft.

Three highway roads
are also under construc-
tion to connect the new
terminal to the existing
traffic system.

The new terminal will
be used by six airlines ini-
tally, Sichuan Airlines,
Shandong Airlines, Qatar
Airlines. Qantas Airways,
British Airways and El Al
Israel Airlines. A further
21 airlines will start using
it March 29.

China is also upgrad-
ing several ndby  air-
ports near Beijing for the
Olympics by renovaling
terminals. enlarging tar-
macs, lengthening run-
ways and improving serv-
ices

lev 15 new Russian leader

was a foregone conclu-
sion given his backing
from Putin, who has
amasscd huge powers in
his eight-year presidency
and as prime minister is
expeeted to retain a key
role in leading the world's
Lop cnergy cxporter

Incomplete official fig-
ures showed turnout hit a
healthy 65 per cent
among the 109 million ¢li-
gible voters

Independent
observers highlighted a
stream of violations, how-
cver, saying the media
was censored, people
were pressured to vote.
absentee  ballots  were
abused, and monitors
were refused access to
polling stations.

Pak govt drops
graft cases
against Zardari

Islamabad: With President
Musharrafs fate hanging
in balance, Pak govt last
week dropped gralt cases
against PPP co-chairman
Asif All Zardari shortly
after the apex court dis-

missed three petitians
challenging a controver-
sial  order  granting

amnesty to PPP leaders in
corruplion cases

The National
Accountability Burcau,
the anti-corruption body,
lerminated  cases against
Zardari  and Rehman
Malik. the security advisor
of slain PPP chairperson
Benazir Bhutto, immedi-
alely alter the Supreme
Court gave its ruling
NAB's deputy prosecutor
general said the agency
had initially given dircc-
tions for the termination
of cases alter Musharral
issued the Ordinance in
October lnst year.

Hindu groups take
Pakistan govt to court

Karachi: A Hindu reli-
gious wellare organisation
in this southern port city
ol Pakistan has taken the
government to courl o
gel back a heritage site.
The Hindu Gymkhana
site, which belonged to
the minority community
before the partition of the
Indian subcontinent in
1847, was taken over by
the National Academy of
Performing Arts (NAPA).

Following a petition
filed by the Ratneshwari
Maha Dev Welfare Sewa
Mandly  secking  the
restoration of the site, a
division bench of the
Sindh High Court issued
notices sceking responses

from the NAPA, Sindh
cultural heritage depart-
ment and others.
According to the plca,
the Hindu Gymkhana was
the property ol the
Hindus of Karachi since
pre-partition days and the
site was protected under
the Sindh Cultural
Heritage  Preservation
Act, the Daily Times
reported on  Thursday.
The court was asked fo
dircct the respondents to
hand over the control and
management  of  the
Gymkhana o the associa-
tion for the promotion of

cultural  and  religious
activities of the Hindu
community.

Top Chinese comedian
in HK is an Indian

Hong Kong: A funny
thing happened 1o Vivek
Mahbubani late last vear
in Hong Kong. The 25-
year-old tech geek, who
runs his one-person web
design firm by night and
sleeps by day, decided on a
passing whim to audition
for a stand-up comedy
competition in  Hong
Kong. "I'd never done
comedy before, although
I've always been a fan of
stand-up,”  Mahbubani
recalls. "But 1 felt that if I
didn't seize the moment
and try it out, I'd regret it
[or the rest of my life."
Just being on stage,
getting a few laughs with
his hilarious observations
about Hong Kong's many
quirks, would have becn a
heady experience for him,
he says. But Mansukhani
sailed along on a sea of

laughter to become a [inal-
ist in the English-language
scction of the first Hong
Kong Comedy Festival.
But he did even better in
the Chinese-language see-
tion and was adjudged the
funniest Chinese comedi-
an it Hong Kong. Not

bad, he reckons. for an
Indian..

That's  because few
Indians, cven among

those who have been in
Hong Kong for genera-
tions, can speak maore
than a smattering  of
Cantonese, the nine-tonal
Chincse-variant language
that's spoken on  the
streets of Hong Kong
"But when | was young,
my parents carolled me in
a local government school
because they wanled me
to learn the language,”
says Mahbubani

Ms Chotalia receives
‘QC’ award in Canada

Mr Nilkanth Chotalia (husband) Ms Shirish Chotalia and
Mr Pandit at the honour ceremony in Canada

Ms Shirish P Chotalia, a
lawyer with Pundit &
Cholalia and practices in
the arcas of immigration,
human rights, cmploy-
ment and general civil liti-
gation will be honoured
with the Queen's Counsel,
the  highest  honour
bestowed on outstanding
lawyers. The tradition of
h(mnunmg with Queen's
Council was started 404
years ago in England

Ms Chotalia has been
an anstructor at  ihe
University  of  Albertas

Law Faculty since 1995
and was an adjudicator
with the Canadian Human
Rights Commission from
1999 1o 2005, She was a
commissioner with  the
Alberta Human Rights
Commission from 1989 to
1993 Ms Chotalia
obtained her Bachelor of
Arts in 1983, her Bachelor
of Laws in 1986 and her
Master of Laws in 1991
from the University of
Alberta was admitted
1w th [ Alberta in
1087




