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Concern for young brother

Efforts to bring

16-year-old here
:;l_lave hit roadblocks

DON RETSON
_}:oumal Staff Writer
EDMONTON

4 Jean D'Joli doesn’t come across
as a man racked with fear — at
least not immediately.
w Over and over again at a press
conference Thursday, D’Joli
#hanked the Canadian govern-
“nent for letting him come here as
arefugee in 1996. Only when
asked about a much younger
"brother did his face cloud over.
"= Christian D'Joli, 16, is in hid-
«ihg in the Democratic Republic of
vthe Congo, a French-speaking
vgountry that has been ruled by
»one military dictatorship after an-
«Bther since gaining its indepen-
»dencein 1960. For the pastthree
~years, the country has beenin a
«€ivil war. And millions have died
in fighting, according to D'Joli.
+« “Christian is in a dangerous sit-
»Dation,” said D'Joli, 33, a former
“lawyer and human rights activist
‘who escaped the Congo in 1994
+and was later accepted as a con-
Yention refugee in Canada.
+= He’s now a full-time business
tadministration student at NAIT.
+His brother Christian stays at an
-lindisclosed orphanage in Kin-
“$hasa, the Congolese capital,
thanks to money D'Joli is able to
send from a part-time security
job. Other family members are ei.
ther dead or their whereabouts
are unknown.
; For two years, D'Joli has tried
sponsoring his brother here, but
he keeps tripping over immigra-
tion red tape. Increasingly, D’Joli
fears he’ll never see Christian
again.
« “I'm very frustrated after two
years of delays,” said D'Joli,
ddding that the Laurent Kabila
tegime has begun rounding up
youngsters in the war-torn coun-
try to fight against a coalition of
febels.

» “Even for me to speak is ve
dangerous for my brother.” he

clouds refugee’s happiness

Jean D’Joli with a picture of his brother, Christian Jean D’Joli

said, adding the Congolese em-
bassy in Ottawa keeps tabs on dis-
sidents.

Local human rights lawyer
Shirish Chotalia, who'’s providing
free legal assistance, says she
can’t understand why the case
has dragged on solong consider-
ing the imminent danger facing
Christian D’Joli.

Noting Canada’s acceptance of
thousands of refugees from the
former Yugoslavia, Chotalia won-
ders whether Canadian immi-
gration officials “might look
more sympathetically” if Christ-
ian were from a European coun-

try

The press knows and everv-
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body knowswhat the situation is,
it’s an ongoing disaster in that
country,”she said, adding D'Joli’s
application should have received
urgent attention from day 1.
Shewants the department to is-
sue a minister’s permit for Chris-
tian to come here on humanitar-
ian and compassionate grounds.
Randy Gurlock, assistant man-
ager of the Edmonton office of
Citizenship and Immigration,
says privacy legislation prevents
him from discussing the case.
However, in similar cases Gurlock
said it would be the responsibili-
ty of visa posts abroad to deter-
mHne Who gets to comme an & -

ister’s permit
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Canada's intelligence service
hasheen told to improve the

Wway it scTeens prospective im-
migrants and refugees aftera

sovernment watchdog com-
mittee found the agency had
wrongly labelled

three Kurdish refugees as ter-
rorists,

In three reports to be released
at separate news canferences to-
day

in Edmonton and Toronto, the
Security Intelligence Review
Committee

is harshly critical of the securi-
ty assessments used to determine

whether the immigrants posed
d security risk to Canada,

The SIRC reparts say the
Canadian Security Intelligence
Service

needs a new process for ana-
lyzing the information used to as-
sess the

backgrounds of Prospective
refugees and immigrants, and
needs to

adopt a narrower definition of
wheis a 'member’ of a terrorist

group.

“The difficulty with this line of

approach isthat it casts avery
wide net, and that a great

many people who are politically
active

Kurdish nationalists, who are
peaceful, law-abiding and non-vi-
olent,

will be Jabelled as 'tarrorists,"
the report said,

* Sharish Chetalia, the lawyer
Who represents one of the men,
said

she understands the impor-
ance of weeding out terrorists
but
believes CSIS often lacks evi-
dence to prove their allegations,
"Our

view is that CSIS often acts on
information that is speculative,
and

bases its findings on distor-
tons and misperceptions of an

n I A &”] W

CSIS said it was studying the
recormmendations.

They come as many Canadians
are calling for the reverse:
Tougher

government action to keep
suspected terrorists out of the
country

following the discovery of g
suspected Islamic terrorise ring
that

is accused of platting to bomb
the United States,

CSIS screens tens of thousands
of would be immigrants and ejtj-
Zens

each year in order to prevent
war criminals, terrorists and
crime

figures from setting up shop in
Canada. The information isg
passed to

Citizenship Immigration
Canada, which makes the fina]
decision on

admissibility,

The reports to be released to-
day concern Samj Durgun, Suley-
man

Goven and another man
known only as Ahmad. All thres
are Kurdish

activists who sought refuge in
Canada but found their applica-
tions

for landed immigrant starus
were delayed due to accusations
they

Were members of the Kurdis-
tan Workers Party, or PKE, a ter-
Torist

group fighting for an ethnice
tate.

Dan Lambert, the CSIS
spokesman, said the central issue
raised by

SIRC is the definition of who is
amember of a terrorist group. He
said CSIS has taken a broad in-

o)

terpretation of the term "mem-
bership"

based on a series of court rul-
ings.

The courts have ruled that the
term "membership" should be
givenan

“unrestricted and broad”inter-
pretation when national sscurity
isat

stake.

"Our view js that the eourts
have done a good job of defining
the

issue and the 153ue is membep-
ship in terrorist organizations,”
o
Lambert said, "Wa believe that
jurisprudence has madeitclear
relative ta the Immigration Act
and the CSIS Act, but obviously
SIRC

has a differant View."

SIRC called the intelligence as-

sessmentof one man -- a Kurdish
scientist, intelleetnal angd

Amnesty Internationa) actvist
living in

Edmonton - "of ap eXxtremely
pogr quality," "fua]] of conjecture”
an

biased.

* Ms. Chotalia said her client

has suffered emotionally and

professionally over the Jast five
Years, as his Janded immigrant

case has languished in the gys-
teml. The man, ap award-winning
PhD

student at the University of Al
blerta, be has been unable tn trav-
e

to present his research at con-
ferences aroung the world; he
has been

the subject of surverllance and
his phones have been apped.

The 34-yaar-old Iranian Kuypd

Igeh'eves he wus initially targeted
y

CSIS because he readily admjt-
ted to contacting people in the
Kurdish

community with PKK sympa-
thies — as well as those who were
against

the PKK.
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