—_—

Police

=)
5
defend ¢
f g
use o g
° <
wiretaps £
‘ =
Leak put lives at risk, £
Edmonton chief says &
BY BRIAN LAGHI ' Lg
Alberta Bureau o
EDMONTON — Edmonton’s police =
chief has defended his department ~
against allegations that it tried to muz- =
zle its officers by obtaining the right to L

intercept the personal conversations of

three Edmonton news reporters.
Chief John Lindsay told reporters
vesterday that wiretaps, approved bya

judge last winter, were necessary for
an investigation into the unauthorized
release of a police document that in- .

cluded the names of police informants
whose lives could have been endan-
gered had they been identified.

“That document contains the names
and identities of many individuals
who'd been informants of the Edmon-
ton Police Service,” Mr. Lindsay said. 7

“It was not what you might call the
typical release of a relatively small
issue. It was a very major release —
unauthorized — which might easily
have compromised those individuals,
to the extent of personal injury or
even death.”

The issue became public last week,
when the Attorney-General’s Depart-
ment informed a local television re-
porter that her personal conversations
and correspondence may have been in-
tercepted for two months last winter
as part of a criminal investigation into
the leak. After two other reporters
from local newspapers received simi-
lar notices this week, civil libertarians
and lawyers challenged police to jus-
tify their actions.

The leaked document was part of an
investigation into an unnamed mem-
ber of the city’s police commission. Po-
lice have said the principal suspects in
the leak are police officers.

“It’s not dealing with a small issue
of an internal whistle blower,” Mr.
Lindsay said. “It's a significant con-

cern.
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Still, some critics wondered whether
the wiretap was an attempt by Edmon-
ton police to prevent members of the
force from leaking additional sensitive
information.

“I'm fearful that the approach the
police service has taken on this issue
may send a very clear message that, if
you do this again, we will g0 to great

lengths to find you out and we will |

deal with you accordingly,” said Rob-
ert Noce, an Edmonton city councillor
and member of the police commission.

It has not been established whether

the police tapped the phones of report-
ers directly, or tapped the phones of
suspect officers whom they believed
might communicate with the report-
ers. Mr. Lindsay said yesterday that
the Criminal Code prohibits him from
confirming the subject of the wiretap.

Edmonton lawyer Shirish Chotalia |

said there are grounds for a constitu-
tional challenge if a journalist’s phone
is directly tapped.

Ms. Chotalia, a member of the Al-
berta Civil Liberties Association, said
the reasons for a wiretap are normally
sealed from public view, which makes
it impossible for individuals to find out
why they were tapped.

Individuals who have been arrested
can see the evidence in an effort to de-
fend themselves from an illegal war-
rant, but those who have been tapped
and are not charged with an offence
are almost always unsuccessful in get-
ting access to the reasons for the sur-
veillance.

She said that previous Supreme
Court judgments on the matter have
been vague with respect to whether
Jjournalists enjoy any extra rights
against surveillance.

“How do we know that police do not
put fraudulent information in front of
a justice to obtain [the warrant)],” she
said.

Edmonton Sun editor-in-chief Paul
Stanway said the police can help their
cause by indicating which phones
were tapped, and whether a direct tap
was put on the phones of its reporter.

“It could be almost nothing, or it

could be extremely serious,” he said,

adding that the paper may take legal
action to find out why the wiretap was
sought.
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