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Canadian Indian gets Woman
of the Year Award |

TORONTO, Mar 10: An
Canadian Indian lawyer is the
recipient of Canada’s 1936
Woman of the Year award in
recognitien of _her contribu-
tion to protection of civil lib-
erties and human rights.

The award was presented
to Calgary-based Sirish P
Chotalta by co-sponsors

Edmonten Business, Profes. .

sional  Women's Club

(EBPWC) and the Edmonton’

Sun newspaper.
Ms Chotalia, 34, is an ad-
vocate for Immigrant women
and human rights. She was
only 28 when she was ap-

pointed a member of the

Alberta Human Rights Com-
mission by former Minister of
Labour Elalna McCoy - the
first Indian Canadian to be
»pRointed iothe body.

“The henour is richly de-
served.” said Ms Catherine
A Fraser, Chief Justice of
Alberta. “Shirish, you have
made a tremendous contri-f
bution ta the protection of
civil liberties and the de-
velopment of human rights
law in this_country," she
said.

The Chief Justice said “as
z litigator, your, commitment,
preparation, hard work and
falr conduct have ¢éamed you
the admiration and respect of
your many friends and col-
leagues.”

Assoclate Chlef Justice of
Alberta ‘Allan H Wachowich
sald that Ms Chotalia “has In
a relatively short tima ?de
the respect of tha judiciary
and her colleagues,

Ms Chaieila said dye wes

accepting the award “on be-
half of those Albertan women
and men who have been the
ones fighting the battles for
fair treatment and who have
truly displayed courage,
strength, fortitnde and perse-
verance in challenging the sta-
tus quo, in demanding noth:
ing less thar"justice and just
laws.”

The Edmonton Business
and Professional Women's
Club and the Edmonton Sun
initiated the Women of the
Year Award In January 1989
to honour a woman of out-
standing merit and recognlee
her outstanding coniributions
to the weil being of working
women. "

- The objectives of the sward
include development and

training women in bupiness,

the profession and industry
and working towards improve-
ment of economic, employ-
ment and social conditions of
working women.,

Meanwhile, the University
of Calgary in Canada's
Alberta province has decided
to offer its third term exchange
programme at the University
of Pune.

Ms Joanna Buhr of the uni-
versity said the programme
will include couses in humani-
ties, sacial sciences and de-
velopment studies, with a fo- |
cus on South Asian culture
and society.

The university will also ar-
range fleld trips for Cana- ’
dian students to New Dethi,
Agra, Jalpur  and |
Aurangabad to supplemant
the currculum. .. . {lANS |
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