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From Shakespeare to Sanskrit
A wonderful transition of leader-ship has occurred in Edmonton

recently - a group of young adults
aged 20 to 25 have volunteererl to
serve upon the executive of the
Atbeda Gujarati Cultural Associa_
tion. These young Albertans have
orEanized seniors' picnics. childre[\ camps. cultural danccs and
sel f-development workshops.

Thcy have taken l.he time out oftl)rir uuiversit"y and acarlernic
schedules to contribute their tat-
ents and ideas to the associati()n
and the community wi r enUrusiasm
and vigor. Their spirit eDrbodics themulticultural reality of Canada:

while they adore Bryan Adams and
Alanis Morisette, tlrey also dernun-
st|ate a Iove for the traditi()nal
sungs and bhajans rspir.itual sonAs).

Whilc tlrey irre corrnoisseurs of
pastu and pizza, marry ofthcm nrairr
lain a vegclaria|l dict (a fundame[-tal colnponent of non violcnce
cmbodied in the Hindu faith). While
they ale familiar with the works of
Slrakcspcare arrd Mozarl, nlaly can
Iecitc ( pcrllnlrs wit b a Canad ianized
u((ctrl) a number. of sltlokils (San
skrit spilituirl Ityrnnsr and <.an
accr)rnpany olltcrs upon tltc llur.tno.
triunr tlndian otgat)) ilnd tabla.

Whilc they lovc hockcy, beach yol-

leyball and football. they rrlso enjoy
cricket and "kabadi."

These youths are fully and conr-
plel ely inlegrated into thc Calladiall
)ifestyle and yet they are not
ashamed ofbeing lndian by or.isin.

Ralher thcy are proutl ol' [heir
lndian hcrilage and we ar.e proud of
them. Tlrey are tlrt'bridge,s of under
staDding between our cultural corn-
munity and the larger Canadiarr
comnruDily. Sintultaneously. tlrey
are symbols of tlte fier(,e anl rrndy-
ing passion of what an ancient cu[,
ture can offer to the modern world.

Shirish p Chotalia
Edmonton


