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the report itself, signifyving the
high regard in which people hold
our human rights commission,
will impress the doubters.”

So far. the committee has
about 300 written submissions,
the majority supporting the con-
tinued existence of the commis-
sion. O'Neill said.

But former commissioner
Shirish Chotalia feels that “the
government's agenda seems 1o be
that of undermining the commis-
sion. and 1 really wonder
whether they'll ever act on any
recommendations to improve it.”
~ Raffath Sayeed. former acting
chief commissioner., echoeed
Chotalia’s concerns
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increases awareness of the com-
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Controversy has swirled
ind the commission since
1e Mirosh, the former minis-
sible for human rights,
E ed axing the body to
save Several back-
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Last January, Mirosh said gov-
ernment could save $1.6 million a
vear by abolishing the commission
and transferring its responsibilities
to other departments.

Fremier Ralph Klein later said
he stood by the commission, but in
the wake of Mirosh's comments, the
government launched the public re-
view of the body and its governing

legislation — the Individual's
Rights Protection Act — last
Merch.

Commissioners have since been
participating in the review, which
has consisted of workshops, group
meetings and written submissions,
but five people are now added to
their ranks to conduct the final
phase of the review — public hear-
ings and a compilation of recom-
mendations.

The panel is expected to make
its report in early June.

O'Neill said many submissions
call for the human rights commis-
sion to become independent from
the government and to aggressively
advocate human rights.

“Some of the complaints we have
are against the government, itself,
and it seems to be unwise, many
people think, that a government
agency should be handling a claim
against the government, itself,”
O'Neill said.

Mar, who now has responsibility
for the commission, maintained this
fall he personally supports its man-
date and the way the commission

‘pperates now.

In Thursday's release, Mar said
he's confident the panel “will en-
cure the views of as many Alber-
tans as possible are taken into con-
sideration on this important topic.”

But Chotalia said the true test of
the government's commitment to
the commission will come when it's

asked to act on panel recommenda-
tions.

“It's no secret the review was
launched after Mrs. Mirosh said the
commission should be abolished,”
Chotzlia noted. “Maybe a review
seemed  politically  appropriate
then.”

The five new panelists are: Jean
Forest, former U of A chancellor
and former human rights commis-
sioner; Roy Louis, former president
of the Indian Association of Alber-
ta; Ross Watson, manager of Wil-
liam Watson Lodge in Kananaskis
Provincial Park; Amal Umar, mem-
her of the Alberta Advisory Coun-
cil on Women's Issues; and James
Casey, an Edmonton employment
lawver and panelist at a commis-
sion sexual harassment symposium.

Casey's appointment raised some
eyebrows. A source confirmed Ca-
sey sent fund-raising letters on
Mar's behalf during his provincial
election campaign.

Kelley Charleshois, Mar's exec-
utive assistant, said he was un-
aware of Casey's campaign activi-
ties.

“But 1 do know Mr. Casey and
Mr. Mar were classmates in univer-
sity.”

Charlesbois defended Casey's ap-
pointment, saying the lawyer
“made a strong showing as part of
a panel on sexual harassment. He
also has an interest in human
rights law.”

Casey couldn't be reached for
comment. -



