Rights
board has
little clout:

lawyer
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By MARK LOWEY !
Caigary Horald

olitical interforence has turned
the Alberta Kuman Righis
Commission infe an insffecty-
al sh

O, saye a prominent Cai-
gary lavyer,

“I think that human righta are cur-
rontly in jeopardy in Albarts,” Brian
Edy said in en inforview.

The Alberta government at the
higest level has interfered with the
commigsion’s abillty te do its job, Bdy
cherged Saturday night.

His comments come a day after Sen,
Ron Ghitter criticized the previncial
governmant's lack of commitment Lo
human righte issues,

On Friday night, Edy, formor presi-
dent of the Alberta Civil Libertiss
AHssociation, wen the Suzanne Mah
Award from the commission for big
work in human rights and ¢ivil lbertica,

Edy said Saturdey that former com-
munity development minister Diane
Mirosh “cleerly interferad with the
working of the cemmission” when ghe
epoke ageinst protection for hemosaxn-
uig experieneing diserimination

A

Under current Community Devel-
opment Minister Gary Mar, Edy noted,
the commission still is not protecting
the rights of gays and lesbians. )
believe that cabinet does not heve the
commitment to do the right thing.”

Gaye end lesbians in Alberta are
reutinely being denied jobs and hous-
ing because of their sexual orientaticn.
Edy said. _

By doing nothing, he said, the com-
miesion is violating Canada's Charter
of Rights and Freodems ‘which gua
tees individual rights to every citizen
regardless of roxusl ovjeniation,




