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HUMAN RIGHTS CALGARY HERALD

‘Make-up

Friday, November 26, 1993
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The Tary govornment's “new open policy” to
inyite ardinary Albertans to fill vmndx;z on the

province’s Human Rights Commission came
under attack Th . : "
And critics renewed calls for an independent,
commisgion after Community Development.
Minister Gary Mar announced the government
would not renew contracts for two of the four
remaining commissioners, '
The declsion leaves the commission without
female membera or visible minoritles and hag
cast a cloud of controversy over a review into the
province’s Individual Rights Protaction Act, .
Commissioner Ron Scrimshaw waa reappaint~
ed for four months, while a four-year reappoint-
ment went to Calgary commissioner Del
lannucel. Iannuect, a long-time Tory, was first
appointed amid cries of patronage in 1989. The
pﬂmning consultant is a long-time member of the
Calgary Buffalo Conservative constituency asso-
ciation board. _
Mar was criticized for not reappointing
Edmonton lawyer Shirish Chotalia and Dr.
Raffath Sayeed of Lloydminister. Critics aaid he
should have extended their contracts until the
review, started in March, iy completed in the
ring. Their four-year terma were up for renew-
:]Dthh! month. _
“We soem to be undermining this thing,” uaid
Calgary Liberal MLA and human rights critic
Gary Dickson. “By the time this review is sup-
posed to be finished, the commission will be an
empty shell of what it had been two years ago.”
“It doesn't take a rocket acientist to figure out
we need women and visible minorities represent-
ed on a human rights commisgion,” said Brian
Edy, past president of the Alberta Civil Liberties
Association.

About 65 per cent of the complaints handled

the commission are gender-relatad duoe to sex.

ual harassment or pregnancy, he said. The com-
ission handles about 600 cases per year.

Mar was di ing the fate of the commis-
aion on a Calgary phone-in radio show Thursday
when Chotalis to demand an explanation.

wera we not reappointed?” she asked,

The minister responded by telling her to mend
in a new application, along with anyone else who
wunts to apply. : -

“I encourage ple with special skills and
knowledge to upply for thess positions. [ don't see
why Shirish shouldnt submit her name for this
open proceas,” he said.

Mar eald he Is confident a number of qualifisd
female candidates wi]] apply. In an interview
later, Chotalia called the invitation an “insult.”

She said she phoned Mar on the show
because: “He doesn't return my phone calls.”
Chotalla, who has a University of Alberts mas-
ters degres in human rights law, sald the whole
review procesa is suspect to political interference.

“The commission should report to the legisla-
ture,” she sald, “Unless that happena, thers will
never be a viable and strong human rights com-
mussion. It will always be subject to the govern.
mant of the day.”

Sayeed said he supports having the commis-
alon report directly to the legislature, However,
he declined comment on not being reappainted,
saying “anything 1 say could be misconstrued as
sour grapes.”

Former community davelopment minister
Dianne Mirosh has speculated the commission
mught be dismantled to save monay.

he Tories also came under eriticism for
appointing longtime Tory bureaucrat Jack
"Neill as commisaion chairman last March.



