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Put strobes
on towers,
judge says
CO}IAL MULLEN
Journal Slalf Wfiler

Edmonloa

-A l-atality inrluiry into I hl.: (lcaths
ol two ltCMI, st)ccial conslables ina planc. (,rash has r.ct,ommentlcd
sl"robe lights be plat.crJ on trins-
nllsslon towers.
,. Sl)ecial Consl. Nancy Marie
l'uttkemery,:14. thc pilot irf a small
pla_r!9r was killed ahoul 4 p.m. Dec.
9,. 1989, along with Specia.l Con;t.vlncent 't imms when the aircraft'srell wtng tip hil at least one guywrre supporting a transmiss'ion
tower al Crossfield, 32 km north of
Ualgary.

'lhcy werc relurning to Edmon_
ton tolowing surveillance work in
tne ualgary area.

-_ll,hl l.po.t released Thursday,provrnctal court Judge e.A.t radsham said strobe lighLs would
make towers morc visible to pilots
Daturng poor weather.
. Puttkemery had radioc(l Calgary
l() say she lost visual t.ontar.t "wil[r
ttl(' ground befure thc accidcnt.
l.here w.rs fog in the area at the

.'l'he jurlge rrrrrr.lutlerl lhat frornlllc wcitlh(.r r.r,lxliti(rts, th(. sluwspec(l atlrl flying l)a crn r)f lhc( csslu lhal I,u kotn(.ry inlon(lcd
to leturn [r, Calfl t v
. llc nol(,(l thc l,rwcr wits Ir)l ollr(' llavtgalio al r,ltarls. A syslcrrr

lo lriu)smit inf(,rmali(,n ;rlxrrri sut.lrstlu(,turcs lr) th(, prop(.t uutlx,t.it
tcs lrad workcd ft'r all luw(,rs Lut
l-his onc. hc said. addilg it has
srnce been added to charti
- "In reviewing the evidence be_lore me, I cannot honesuy recom_
mcnd an tmprovcm(,nt in th()sc
systems ttrat riouttt preuerii treiiiiiln stnltlar circumsLalces.,. hcwrotc.. No ncw sysrem *iiiit *iii
all omtssions."

I"radsham said thc Calsarv-Ed_
monton air corridor is busv. and
advcrse weathcr ls a facl of life
along it. 'l'he rrr*cr ijri.i eaiiii
sccn without" aid. arxl thc lightin;,
sy.stem ir uscs loses sisniiiiiriie ccttveness in f()g.


